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April 4, 2008 
 

To:  Scott County Health Care Providers  
 

From:  Dr. Louis Katz 
  Medical Director  
  Scott County Health Department  
 

RE:  Rabies Risk Assessment Guide 
 

In the first ten months of 2007, twenty-seven animals in Iowa tested positive 
for rabies.  In Scott County, seventy-five rabies risk assessments were 
completed for victims of animal bites or bat exposures.  Following CDC 
guidelines, post-exposure prophylaxis was recommended for thirty-four of the 
seventy-five cases.  Rabies is almost always fatal and post-exposure 
prophylaxis for the victim of a possible rabies exposure is an urgent matter.  To 
expedite and unify post-exposure prophylaxis, it is imperative we are all able to 
recognize possible rabies risk exposures and follow the recommendations of the 
Iowa Department of Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.   
 

The Scott County Health Department has compiled the enclosed assessment 
guide, Iowa Rabies Exposure Assessment Tree, for your use.  This concise guide 
defines exposure, summarizes wound management, gives animal observation 
recommendations, has a frequently asked questions page, important phone 
numbers, a special algorithm for bat exposures, post-exposure prophylaxis 
information, and includes the 2007 MMWR Compendium of Animal Rabies 
Prevention and Control.  
  

Iowa law requires any person with knowledge of an animal bite or attack 
to report it.  Call the Scott County Animal Control at 563-388-6655, 8:00-7:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday and 8:00-5:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday to 
report an animal bite or other possible rabies exposure.  If you have questions 
or need assistance with rabies risk assessment call the Scott County Health 
Department, Monday through Friday 8:00-4:30pm. 

 
SCOTT COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Administrative Center 
600 W. 4th Street 

Davenport, Iowa 52801-1030 
Office: (563) 326-8618 Fax: (563)326-8774 

www.scottcountyiowa.com/health 
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http://www.cdc.gov/
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http://www.cdc.gov/search.htm
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/vb_adverse_event.shtml
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/vb_adverse_event.shtml
http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/docs/standard_dfa_protocol_rabies.pdf




http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/animal.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/animal.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/pdf/animal/dog_quarantine_notice_08-04-06-cdc7537.pdf
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